Scouts Own Service – Troop 32 Webelos Invitational
Call to Worship:
Welcome to our Scout’s Own for Troop 32. For those of you who may not know, a Scout’s Own is a nondenominational service where anyone of any religion has an opportunity to reflect on God, their beliefs and what the 12th point of the Scout Law means by “A Scout is Reverent.”
Today our theme is “Being aware of our surroundings.”
As Scouts we often find ourselves enjoying the outdoors, and we are trained to use a compass and the stars to be mindful of where we are and where we are going. But in life we also need to be mindful of who is around us – and who may be watching out for us even when we are not aware.

Please join me in our opening song.

Opening Song
God Bless America

God Bless America, 
Land that I love. 
Stand beside her, and guide her 
Through the night with a light from above. 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 
To the oceans, white with foam 
God bless America, My home sweet home
God bless America, My home sweet home

A PRAYER FOR THE BOY SCOUTS
(Please prepare yourself for prayer in the manner to which you are accustomed.)

O Lord, we thank you for this opportunity to be with you today here at Lake Sonoma. We thank you for the Webelos who have been able to join us, and we pray you give them wisdom and guidance in their decision about which Boy Scout troop to join.

We thank you for the work of Sir Robert Baden-Powell, who in his dedication and wisdom
founded the World Scouting Movement.
We thank you for the efforts of those thousands of men and women who have brought Scouting
to millions of boys the world over.
We rededicate ourselves to the principles of our movement - To do our best, to do our duty to God
and our Country.
We ask you, O Lord, to give us the strength and courage, each of us, to live up to the Scout Oath,
the Scout Law and the High ideals of the World Brotherhood of Scouting.
Amen.





Inspirational Reading No. 1: GOD'S WINGS

After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest rangers began their trek up a mountain to
assess the inferno's damage. One ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes, perched
statuesquely on the ground at the base of a tree. Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he
knocked over the bird with a stick.
When he struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from under their dead mother's wings.
The loving mother, keenly aware of impending disaster, had carried her offspring to the base of
the tree and had gathered them under her wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke would
rise. She could have flown to safety but had refused to abandon her children.
When the blaze had arrived and the heat had scorched her small body, the mother had remained
steadfast. Because she had been willing to die, those under the cover of her wings would live.

Psalm 91:4 in the Bible reads: "He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge."

Being loved this much should make a difference in your life. Remember the One who loves you
and then, be different because of it.

Please join me as I recite this Indian Prayer

O’ great spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds, and whose breath
gives life to all the world, hear me! I am small and weak. I need your
strength and wisdom.
Let me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever behold the red and
purple sunset.
Make my hands respect the things you have made, and my ears sharp
to hear your voice.
Make me wise so that I may know the things you have taught my
people.
Let me learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock.
I seek strength, not to be greater than my brother, but to fight my
greatest enemy – myself.
Make me always ready to come to you with clean hands and straight
eyes.
So when life fades, as the fading sunset, my spirit may come to you
without shame.
· Written by Chief Yellow Lark, Sioux

Inspirational Reading No. 2: Missed Chances

There once was a massive flood that hit a small town near the Mississippi River.
One levy in the river had been breached, causing water to pour through while another levy was predicted to break in the hour.
A man who owned a house along the river stood on the roof of his house as water had engulfed
His home and property.  Water levels were slowly rising.
A rescue boat came to save the man from his house. As the boat approached, the rescuers called out to the man that another levy was about to break and would sweep his house away and that he needed to come with them.
The man told the rescuers he did not need help because he believed in God and that God would save him.
Twenty minutes later, the rescuers returned, trying to help the man escape. Once again, the man
waved off the rescuers saying that God would save him.
Ten minutes afterwards, the rescuers returned again, saying it would be the last time they could return because the levy was about to break. They asked him one last time to get on the rescue boat. He said once again that he believes in God and God would save him from the levy should it break.
A few minutes after the rescuers left, the second levy broke and the rushing waters engulfed the house, carrying away the man to his death.
When the man reached Heaven, he stood at the gates to enter. He told the men at the gates
that he wanted to see God.
When he saw God, he asked, "What happened? I thought you were
going to save me? Why didn't you save me?"
God replied, "I did try to save you. I sent a boat three times – but you didn’t hear me."

As Scouts we need to be aware of our surroundings and when we need help. Most of all, we need to listening for those moments when our Creator is trying to tell us something.

A moment of reflection
We are now going to have a few minutes of silence. We invite you to reflect on your time this weekend, on your surroundings and on the blessings that surround you in your life.

Inspirational Reading No. 3: Why geese can teach us something about what it means  to be a loyal Scout.
This fall, when you see geese heading south for the winter, flying in a “V” formation, you might consider what science has discovered as to why they fly that way. As each bird flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following. By flying in a “V” formation, the whole flock adds at least 71 percent greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own.
When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to go it alone and quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird in front.
When the head goose gets tired, it rotates back in the wing and another goose flies point. 
Geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up their speed.
Finally – and this is important – when a goose gets sick or is wounded by gunshot, and falls out of the formation, two other geese fall out with that goose and follow it down to lend help and protection. They stay with the fallen goose until it is able to fly or until it dies.
Only then will they launch out on their own, or with another formation to catch up with their own group.
Geese can teach us all a good deal about it means to be helpful and loyal.

Closing Prayer
(Please stand and prepare yourself for prayer in the manner to which you are accustomed.)

Dear Heavenly Father,
Help us to keep our honor bright
And teach us that integrity of character
Is our most priceless possession.
Grant that we may do our best today,
And strive to do even better tomorrow.
Teach us that duty is a friend and not an enemy,
And help us face even the most disagreeable task cheerfully.

Give us the faith to understand our purpose in life,
Open our minds to the truth and fill our heart with love.

We are thankful for all the blessings you have bestowed upon our country.
Help us to do our duty to our country and
To know that a good nation must be made from good men.

Help us to remember our obligation to obey the Scout Law,
And give us understanding, so that it is more than mere words.
May we never tire of the joy of helping other people or
Look the other way when someone is in need.
You have given us the gift of a body,
Make us wise enough to keep it healthy,
That we might serve better.
You are the source of all wisdom,
Help us to have an alert mind,

Teach us to think,
And help us to learn discipline.
In all that we do and in every challenge we face,
Help us to know the difference between right and wrong,
And lead us in obedience on a straight path toward a worthy goal.

And help us to always appreciate the beauty that surrounds us and the courage and selflessness or our parents and others who have brought us to where we are. We thank you again for these moments we have had to reflect on you and your gifts.
Amen

Circle up and sing Scout Vespers
